Inadvertent intracorneal injection of local anesthetic during lid surgery.
To report a case of inadvertent intracorneal injection of anesthetic agents during lid anesthesia and corneal penetration without full-thickness perforation. Case report. Corneal edema with acute loss of vision was noted. The patient was treated with topical, antibiotic, cycloplegic, hyperosmotic agent and lubricant. While the edema slowly subsided, a loss in endothelial cell count was noted. The effects of intracorneal injection of lignocaine, bupivacaine, and its preservatives have not previously been reported in the literature. A lower postinjection endothelial cell count and associated clinical features in our case indicate that endothelial toxicity occurred. This potential complication should be kept in mind with necessary precautions taken during injection of the eyelid, particularly in cases with preexisting lid laxity.